STAT

« 7 N T
O

" last

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/15 : CIA-RDP90£OO552ROOO504880084-6

o,

oy~

il

fooriv

oy I
' '\I\.\!""

Contral Ameor o Pagrean

ALOIGTHE AN JUHAN RIV. ers mm gnnng more aid. .
aside his tins o eupper of riee emlla fxghter with a flair for mnnary Ofﬁm FDNleaders and :
Iwane aned panched hananas and the dramatic. He led the brazen 17 g intelligence officials:: Thev
Hifeed hic walkie talkie. From the _,dayhght takeover of the National . talks a gﬂ “broke - downh.s
mnved saked peorch of an ahandonedd . Palace:in Managua in 1978, forc- -cause ogp;ren y'sd d that‘ihe
chark carved ont of the rpiver ,mg‘PreSIdem Anastasio Somoza 10 |y named mdex_m_c}“eioi
i-m he spoke the eoded ovder:

Ih\c s 7ata
Srart the party ™

Start the party.

The distant thud of a mortar‘

round emunded mpments ‘later as
puerrilias of the Demnocratic Revo-
Alliance, known as
,‘cwmriod 1o Fastora’s

an isnlated gar-

futinnary
ARDE.
eall Thear topets
ey of niwagy 78
diers in the Carihbwan port town

of San Juan del Norte, one of the

government strongholds in
snutheastern Nicaragud.
Jastora, 47, the legendary Com-

mander Zero of the 1979 Sandin-’

ista revelution who now seeks to
rverthrow the regxme he helped-
inctall, was back doing what he
knows bwet — waging war in the
ngies of southern Nicaragua.

he witack began only five days
afror

halt” o his 3-month-old

e
guerrilla campaign because ARDE
was nearly broke and crmcally
short of food and arms.

“l never said retreat,” Pastora,

told reporters who visited one of *

his remote outposts last week.
“We were not abandoning the
struggle, and our cease-fire lasted
only 48 hours before traditional

friends promised us substantial -

aid.”
Alt hough first appeanng to be a
serious setback for Pastora, the

, seems to have been a calculated

Sandinista sol- -

Pastora announced to the |
wearld that he was calling a “stra-

aid

DALLAS TIMES-HERALD
4 July 1983

ander Zero’

June 23 “straiegnc halt"” now

maneuver to jostle ARDE support-

and giving the world its first look
at the revolutionaries who wouid’
seize power a year later. .- ,

. Whittling on-a foot-long sta)k-of.

sugar cane, Pastora said his anon-

ymous “traditional - friends” -had “eommanders_are.contras,.’ br;
coumen-evolutnonans. -who hope
.t . restore” a.. nghnst xegune xn

not been providing ARDE with
sufficient aid-because-*‘they
thought I was getting everythmg
I needed from the CIA." -~
“] am not getting 1 cent from

| the U. S. government or any U.S.:

~_accept help from the- -CLA it

were offered. thhout stnngs
attached.”

ARDE’s short-term needs may

be satisfied by Pastora's tradition-

al supporters.. Sources say the-

military assistance comes from | paign, the seizure of Somoza's
| holdings, the nationalization of

sympatheuc senior military offi- '

cers in Venezuela, Panama and

Colombia acting independently of
. their governments. .

ARDE officials acknowledge
" that their refusal to form an alli-
ance with a larger force of U. S.-
. supported guerrillas- ﬁghnng in
northern Nicaragua is keeping
Pastora cut off from the U S. sup-
ply line.

The northern” force,

FDN, claims to have 7,000 men in
arms. Both U.S. and Honduran
government sources have ac-
" knowledged that FDN troops are
allowed to operate from Honduras

and receive considerable covert:
Reagan-

from - the

administration.

called fhej.
Nicaraguan Democratic Front or-

1ghts for
a non- ahgned Nicaragua/

President Reagan has called the

FDN guerrillas “freedom fight- -
“ers.” Pastora has said he visited

Honduras in March 1982, when he

f.ree mpnsoned Sandinista Jeaders s:he gueml]a forces, and’ ‘because -+
of his opposition'to the FDN mili- ;.

tary commanders, virtually .all of
whom are,former .officers “of So=-

e——
AT

moza.shated.nauona‘l.guaui.- Ratatkii
ARDE leaders ‘say the “FDN -

Nicaragua.

_Pastora calls himself a “demo-
. cratic. revolutionary” who remains

y faithful to the ideals of the 1979 |
organization, like the CIA.” Pas- | revolution but opposes ithe San-.

] tora said. “Not that I would-not-. dinistas’ @rift toward Marxism, its -
dence on Cuban and Eastern’
bloc military advisers, and its iaﬂ- :

depen

!"ure to call free elections. .

" “The revolution has accom- .
plished ‘many good things,” he

saxd last week. “The literacy cam-

certain industries and exports...

.- “I am not anti-communist, but I

| am not naive,” he said. “I know

| about their expansionism. I am- for °
‘a truly non-aligned Nicaragua.
Something is really wrong with
the world if everyone has to align
' themselves either with the United. .
“States or the Soviet Union — the~

~CIA or the KGB.

cannot control me.’
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"wThe: -gringos (U. S.- officials) -
‘should help us and not tie any
strings to the aid,” Pastora said.
“When we win, we will throw out
.the Cubans and call free-elections.

1 believe in a democratic Nicara-
gua, but the gringos are afraid of
me. I am too mdependem.. ‘They
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